THH ADVOCATH.

How Government Ownership Might Ba Rf-
feated.

Epitor Anvooars:—[n your issueof
the 33d inat., you quote the following
from the Ewporis Gazette: “Thelr
gonventions resolvs, their orators favor
and their papers demand governmantal
ownarship, Butnot a platform, not a
speaker or paper of note ever offers
plan for the government to securs the
ownership.” TFor that editor's conaider-
ation you suggest the plsn of the gov-
emment’s commenting by the fore-
olosure of lta mortgage on tha Union
Pacifio railrosd.

The statement of the Gazstte ia quita
remarksble in this: First—That it
should supposs that party platforma
ware ever made to contain anything but
the general declaration of principles
npon whioh tha party wonld administer
the politioal power of the government,
He ought to know, and probably does
know, that such platforme never assert
the details of any plan by which these
prinoiples shall be enforced. Sacond—
It Is unfortunate that an editor of so
prominent a paper should be so lacking
in general information aa to have never
heard or read of some, af least, of the
msny disonssions that' hsve been held
snd of the plans suggested by the fnends
of thia great movement, ss to the beat
mods by whioh the government oould
properly secure the ownership of all
publio tranaportation.

But I only rsfer to this matter to call
the sttention of theeditor of the Gazelte,
as well aa other thoughtful people, toa
plan for obtaining ownarship of tha rail-
roads by the government, suggested in a
publio spsech made by me in Blask
Hawk county, lows, &8 esrly as 1872 or
1878, 1 will here repeat the substance
of that spesch relating to how the gov-
smmmant may aod should prooure such
ownarship. 1 said:

“Tha railroads armad with such veat
wealth and direoted bythe brainisat men
in the nation,possessed the power to com-
mand legialatures, congresesa and courta
and that so loog aa they were allowed
0 remain individual enterprises it would
be an impossibility for the state or gen-
eral government to control them to aay
rensonable degree to the banefit of the
public. That the oaly remedy for the
people was government ownership, and
that this could snd should bs acoom-
plished in & way not to violate any man's
constitutional rights. That this rall-
road transporation was an absolute
neosssity to the settlement and develp-
ment of thia vast inland ocountry, snd
therefors, was pre-eminsently of publio
conoern, a8 much so aa the mail carrisge
and the creation and issuance of money;
and that the government naver should
have allowed it to pass into individaal
control, no more than it should permik
ons individusl or any set of men to isaue
the money of the country or carry tha
mails and lay such tribute upon the
people us they plensed. The transporta-
tion system had become’ an unbearabls
oppression and it was the duty of the
government to gain possession and pro-
tect the people. Not by conflsoation,
pnor by the principles of ‘eminent do-
main,' 8a some advocated, but by falr
sand honorabe purchase or by actual
oonstruction of new lines.

“As a simple illustration of the mannar
in which [ would gain ownership and
control were I Uncle Ssm, I would de-
termine at once to own s railroad from
New York city to San Francisco, and
oparate the same in the intarests of the
people. I would look over the routea
already completed and select the ope I

would like to oparate., At onoe I would
E to the hudquu-un of the rosd se-

"'ﬂnﬂm 1 sm Uncle Sam, I have

gonoluded to own and operate for my
people s railroad from New York city to
the Pacifis coast, and I would like to
buy your road. What will you take
for it?’

# Thres hundred millions,’ they reply.

““Why, gentlemen, don’t you charge

too muoh?! How much did your road
really oost?
4:0h, only about 150 millivn doilars.’
t%And you want me to pay you twice
what it costs to oonstruok ons! You
know that my people will fornish me
all the money neaded fo do anything for
their good, and it wouldn’t be fair for
mé to take from them 300 million dol-
lars, when half of that sum is all that
is needed to oonstraoot just ne good a
road as yours.'
““T'rma,’ thay reply, ‘our road only oost
150 million dollars, but it is & fine inveat-,
ment, we have a oinch upon the business
of the route; we have recsived large gilte
from the gensral government,from states
countise, cities, and the people, and be-
sidea this we have thae power to levy
auoch rates and oharges upon ths publio
as Dring us in most generons returns
on & valuation of fall 300 million dollars,
and we cannot consent to part with thia
property for a less sum.’

“Vary well, gentlemen, I thought it
only right that I should offer you a fair
price for this property bafore taking any
further steps. You havesaid thatita cost
was only 160 million dollars, and I now
offer to pay you this snm on the prop-
erty. You oan well see it would not be
right for me to oall on my people for 300
million dollars when half that sum will
construot & new road,snd you must
know that I have & rightto build a road
sa well ma anybody. The money I will
payyou shall be coined in my mints,
and shall be new money and lawlal in
all parts of my realm to pay all dabta
publio and priyste.’

“iWe oconcede your right to build &
road where you pleass and we take no
exceplion to your money; it Is all fair
on your parf, and it is all fair on our
part to decline to sell at this time,'

“iNo cffense. Cood day, gentlemen.'

“On my return to Washington Ishould
8t onoe order the best engineer in my
service to organize & surveying party
and run out the most direot sconomical
and practioabls ronte from ocean jto
oosan. I should direot bim to send ma
ot the end of each month a pay roll of
the monthly pay and expense of the
squad. On recsiving this roll I should
go to the treasurer's office and have
siruck off sufficient new greembacks to
pay every man his monthly does, and
send it to them. This new money should
be lawful monay to pay all debts public
or privata in all parts of the union. And
80 when the equad retarned and the re-
port of the engineer was made and the
line catablished, every expanse of this
survey would have been paid.

“Then I should call upon some of my
best men to organizs an army of the un-
smployed of my people, nok to destroy
lite, but to construok a great publio high-
way scroas the continent. Monthly pay
rolla should be returnad snd at the snd
ol each month new gresnbacks should
be issued in like kind as belore, snd sent
to this army of men, and every axpense
of every kind shounld be seitled al the
end of each month, 0 that when the
road should be completed and equipped
it would be abszolutely fres from dabt,
and the bardem upon the people there-
after for transportation upon this road
would be a charge oaly sufficlent to pay
the expensea of maintaining the road.
In addition to this, there weuld be added
to our money 150 million dollars, sent,

a6 vaurious rates, but sent to
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ths toiling thousands, snd by them put
into active circulation without usury,
blessing every legitimate induetry in the
land.

“T'ne poatal system of charges should
be substantinlly adopted ss to carriage
on this public highway. A bushel of
wheat or other produots should be taken
from Kansas to the seaboard at the same
oharge a8 from Chicago or any other in.
tervening point, ao that whan the wheat
or other product is sold in New York
the Kensae farmer will realize just as
munch per bushel for his wheat as will
she farmer in any other state shipping
over the same road.

“Comprehend, if you can, the juatioe
snd the bemefit this would bring to the
Weat. Every producer and laborer upon
the line would be placed npon absolute
squality as to the price of all products of
simiar kind and quality. The Eastern
farms and manufactoriss would not be
depreciated in value, but thoee of the
Weet would be sppreciatad in value to
thosa of the East, soil and olimstio con-
ditions being the same. A oontinental
railrond, built by the government on
such a plan, carrying the people from
one slde of the continant to the othar for
85 a head, and their producis fo the
markets for a like nominal charge, how
long, think you, it wounld be before every
railroad in America would be pressing
Uncla Sam to purchsse their fran.
chises at aotual cost, if not less!”

The foregoing ia not all of that speach
by any means, but I have given enough
of it to show that the Populiats are not
all thonghtless as to the details by which
they wouald carry out their platform
principles, were they in power, and that
here is & plan among the many that have
been suggested by whioh the govern-
ment conld easily secure the ownership
of the railroads, if the peopls only so
willed. And you know Billy MoKinley
aays that the people can have just what
they want, W. H. Corms,

Kimball, 8. D.

Sixth Distriet Populists,

Eprror Apvocare:—Talk sbout pio-
nioa, talk about crowda, talk about vim,
talk about envhuaisam, talk about work-
ars, talk about the “gei thars” fallows.
Smith connty Populiats] take the cakes,
and “‘don’t yom forget it.” Kxouse ths
slang, Mr. Editor, but I don't know how
alee to express it. I thought the King-
man county boys, and the Pawnee
oounty fellows, and the Washington
counky chaps, and & whols lot of other
counties were great rustlers, and they
are, but I tell you, man, they are not in
it alittle bit ne compared to the Smith
county hustlers. Why, laat Wednsaday,
Auguet 1, R, 8, Osborn and Anns L.
Diggs wers billed to speak at Smith
Centre, and you should have just ssen
that orowd—fully 4,000 peopls. Many
othars put it larger, but when you come
to think of the county sway out here
northwest, where thare {s s0 much hot
and dry weather, turning out that many
people fo s mesting st which no jstate
candidate would be present, what do you
think the crowds will be whan the poor
man's frisnd and brothar, Governor
Lawelling, will speak at Lisbanon in that
county latar in the ca mpaign?

Balore dinner, the State House quar-
tetts, oonsisting of Mesars. Hendersoa,
Maoky, Neher and Baker, rendersd
some moat excellest musie, atter which
Mr. Bautler, of Abilene, and “another
tellow,” gave ahort talis. When all had
partaken of the mysterious contents of
those basketa whioh had been prepared
by the lily-white hands of the dear
people who are to vobe after thisfall, |,
the band played and the crowd gathared

sround the stand to hear one d.ﬁm

b [,

maater speeches of R. 8. Osborn, and it
was & convinoing one, too. Thaen little
Annis Diggs, God bless her, mounted
the platform, and nolwithstanding she
had just complated a saries of five meel-
ings in Phillips county, where ahe had
had from 1,000 to 1,200 people at each
meeting, except Phillipsburg, whers
there [were oniy about 500 present, she
seemed to be only in good trim for thia
vast orowd. And how she did hold them!
Wall, it was wonderful, to say the lonst,
snd then at might, too, the opera house
waa filled to hear her. And thus ended
the first meeting in Copgresaman Ba-
ker's distriok. By ths way, put it down
in your little book that Baker will have
8 larger majority than any congressman
from Kansas.

From bere we started for Norton,
where Secrefary Oaborn e to spank
on Thursday. At Phlllipabnrg 0. L.
Smith; of the stats exssutive committes,
joined ua. The meeting at Norton waa
8 [air meeting, bot not what it should
have bees. The court house was Lull,
and the oaptain did himsel proud.
Much oredit is dus the chairman and
secratary of the county central commit-
teo and & few other members. Wa be-
lisva by the time the next mestingis
held in Norton county, it will bs as well
argsnizad as apy in the stata.

On Friday we held s meeling st
Colby, Now there are about 700 voters
in Thomss county all told, and nearly
one-half of them were st this mesting,
besides many of the most intalligent
women of the connly, Mr. Osborn made
the beat speech he has made so far. O,
L. Bmith gave an snthusiastic talk,
while “The Apvocare"” man told a story
or two, and thus ends our fourth meet-
ing. The boys in Thomas county are
wide awake, and claim if ssch county in
the state will give sa large s Populist
masjority acoording to their voting popu-
lation they will be satisfled with the re-
gult.

The people up here will read the Ap-
vooare, for at Smith OCanter wae will
have 247 new raaders, at Norton 121 and
ot Colby seveniy-five. You bet we are
a-growing, and don’t you never doubt it.
Our good Alliance brathren up this way
are not much alarmed at the Third dis-
triot Breckenridge’s flop, even though
he was at one time B “way-up” man in
the Allianoce.

Oar next four mestiogs will be st
Goodlend, St Francis, Alwood and
Oberlin, We expeot large mestings at
thees points. 0. W. HenDaE.

Shawnee County Populist Tieket.

Olerk of tlu Diatriot Caurt. .J. 0. Butler
Pmbua u C. H. Custenborder
On ............. i, K. Cheanoy
tnndmi Publln Instruotion..
Misa Nottis Wright
Representative Thirty-fifth Distriot
. J. Sohenk
Ropresentative Thirty-aizth Distriot. .
.R. J. Sloat
Bopmanmiu Thirty. sevonth Dxalrm
L F. A. Kiena
Connty Commissioner ........ ¥, 8. Stevens

Campalgn Glea Club.

The Famous Gles Club, headed by the
favorite campaign singer and composer,
Charles MoNagiry, is open to engage-
mants for Populist mastings. The other
membera are J, W. Speece, W. H.
Jonea and O. C. Smith. Addreas, Charles
MoNairy, Topeka, Kea.

The l’wb;urm::a TrAmL in .
1 Pacifio railway. It talls how
fo get n farm m the west,
and it will be sent to tis for one
year. Send name an drcnto“Edl-
tor Weatern Trail, Chicago,” and receive
it one y#ar free. Jomsmnan;’n,
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